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“Continue to speak out against all forms of injustice, to yourselves and others, 

and you will set a mighty example for your children and for future generations.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Welcome from the Office of Diversity and Inclusion 
Marco Barker 

 
On behalf of Chancellor Ronnie Green, our Office of Diversity and Inclusion, the MLK 
Celebration Committee, and our entire Husker family, welcome to the 2021 Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Commemorative Celebration Event. This event is a reminder of our journey on Anti-
racism and racial equity—where we have committed to taking a self-inventory of our actions 
and setting a course ahead where our policies, practices, and climate are anti-racist. We invite 
you to join us in our journey to better understand, lead, teach, support, and love in ways that 
reflect empathy, but also shed light on the specific and intersecting issues of racism, sexism, 
homophobia, ablism, Native erasure, and the other different forms that oppression and bias 
take—both out loud and silently. 
 
I hope this event is part of your personal journey. 
 
Only a few days ago, many of us witnessed on a national scale, a mob of individuals storming 
the capitol. While this act calls for an examination of democracy in our country, it loudly 
demonstrates that not all people are seen as equal and individuals are judged and treated 
based on the color of their skin. King’s hope and dreams are not yet realized. Langston Hughes 
spoke to a Dream Deferred—what happens when the dream is not fulfilled. I hope we can still 
dream. I hope we do not lose our happiness and joy in the midst of hate. I hope we can be and 
do better and move towards revolutionary love where every life and identity is valued.  
 
This event represents hope and reminds me that even one person can inspire us. It reminds me 
that we are not alone in wanting tomorrow to better than today. It reminds me that inclusive, 
critical leadership is not easy but is required in order to chip away at systemic oppression. 
Lastly, it reminds me that finding time to celebrate is as important as advocacy and activism. 
 
Thank you for being part of this celebration and our journey, together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

MLK 2021 Experience 
Dawne I. Curry & Roni Miller 

 
On behalf of the MLK Week Committee: 
 
We welcome you to the 2021 Martin Luther King Jr. Commemorative Celebration. This year’s 
theme, “Continue to speak out against all forms of injustice, to yourselves and others…” was 
designed to highlight a year of historic social movements and community action. From an 
ongoing global health pandemic to racial unrest that has sparked demonstrations and 
movements across the globe, the calls for social justice and equity and inclusion reverberate 
loudly throughout the nation. 
 
This year’s commemoration charges us to become active participants in the fight for a 
community that safeguards equity, inclusion, justice, and respect for all. We are charged to 
speak up, speak out, and engage in difficult conversations, equity-based actions, and to heed 
the words and actions of leaders such as the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  
 
Each year, UNL memorializes the legacy of Dr. King through an annual celebration, honoring his 
life and work while recognizing campus and community members’ whose work epitomizes the 
ideals, life, and work of the civil rights leader. This work has become more pronounced and 
needed during historical unrest and a surgency of social and political activists. 
 
We hope today’s event provides insight into both national and local leaders engaged in the 
work of social justice and community service, we hope it inspires both individual and collective 
action towards equality. 

While an annual celebration, today’s event is commemorated following a “year of reckoning”, 
which was demonstrated through last year’s 50-state protests, the largest demonstration ever 
recorded in U.S. history occurring summer 2020.   

This year we seek to reinforce UNL’s commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion by honoring 
those whose personal and professional work demonstrates extraordinary and sustained 
dedication to these ideals through the awarding of the Chancellor’s Fulfilling the Dream Award, 
words of affirmation through members of our campus community, stunning performances led 
by the Nebraska Repertory Theatre and the St. Louis Black Repertory Company, and a 
moderated conversation with our renowned speaker, Dr. Bernice A. King, daughter of the 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King.  

At Nebraska, we have experienced several efforts designed to ignite action and conversation, 
including Chancellor Green’s appointed Journey to Antiracism led by several members of our 
campus leadership, ground-breaking research by our faculty, dedicated service and initiatives  



 
 

led by our staff, and several student-led efforts such as the Black Student Union’s Care Bags 
program for the Lincoln community.  

While our celebration is virtual in its platform, we have developed this experience to be one 
that engages, ignites action, and continues in a tradition of forward momentum. We invite our 
campus and community to commit to “speaking out against all forms of injustice” through 
service, connecting with organizations and leaders both on and off campus, and supporting and 
engaging in the work and efforts led by the Office of Diversity and Inclusion.  

Thank you for joining the 2021 Martin Luther King Jr. Commemorative Celebration.    

Performance #1:  Introduction for Pamela Dillard 
Nathan Meier 

 
On behalf of the Office of Research and Economic Development, we are proud to support and 
engage in the actions of this year’s MLK Commemorative Celebration. As we continue to seek 
to create more equitable and inclusive efforts for all members of our community, ORED stands 
as an advocate and supporter of inclusive excellence, proud to meet and support the vast needs 
of the community. 
 
Now, I would like to introduce our next session. First presented at The St. Louis Black Repertory 
Theatre’s fall Gala, Pamela Dillard, accompanied by Trey Clegg, will perform Three Dream 
Portraits by African American composer and pianist Margaret Bonds.  The music is set to the 
poems of Langston Hughes:  Minstrel Man, Dream Variation, and I, Too. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fulfilling the Dream Award 
Ronnie Green 

 
I’d like to thank and acknowledge members of the university community who have organized 
our week of events celebrating the legacy of the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 
I also want to thank the various units at UNL that are co-sponsoring events and the many 
individuals who have given of their time to make this week successful.  
 
The Chancellor’s Fulfilling the Dream Award is given to honor individuals who have contributed 
to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln community or the wider Lincoln community by their 
exemplary action in promoting the goals and vision of the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
This past year has been one of deep reflection, listening, talking and figuring out what comes 
next for our nation and institution.  Leaders in our broader community and on our campus have 
acknowledged that we must take real steps to address racial inequities and a history of 
exclusion.  We must take them now. 
 
Today we recognize three individuals who, by their very actions, are leaders among us. 
 
For the first time in the history of this award ceremony, it gives me great pleasure to present an 
Honorable Mention Campus Award to Batool Ibrahim.  Ms. Ibrahim led UNL’s Black Student 
Union in giving back to the community, speaking out about violence against black communities 
and sparking change.  This past summer the group began providing care packages to local 
families who are struggling to get food and necessities during the COVID-19 pandemic.  As one 
of Batool’s peer nominators wrote, she “leads with integrity and desire for her community to 
thrive.” With Batool’s leadership, the Black Student Union raised thousands of dollars and 
created conversations among city officials.  Their work continues today, and Ms. Ibrahim is 
leading their efforts, saying “Remember how revolutionary it is to take up space.”  Please join 
me in thanking Batool Ibrahim for her leadership. 
 
Receiving the 2021 Campus Fulfilling the Dream Award is Dr. Helen Fagan. 
 
Dr. Fagan has a long history of activism. As a professor of diversity in leadership, she works 
tirelessly to challenge her students to confront their biases and work to overcome them.  Her 
impact affects UNL, the state of Nebraska, the nation and beyond. 
 
As one of her nominators wrote, “Dr. Fagan draws on her experience as a native of Iran, given 
the opportunity to live and work in the United States, to lovingly reach out and positively 
impact every person she encounters.” 
 



 
 
Dr. Fagan is currently working with the Lincoln Police Department to reform policies and 
practices to reflect inclusivity and to challenge implicit biases. She also works with Nebraska’s 
Rural Fellows Program, placing students in rural communities where they use inclusive 
leadership to build stronger communities. 
 
Many of Dr. Fagan’s students have shared the tremendous impact she has had on their lives, 
stating: 

• “She is one of the best leaders for women, diversity and inclusion I have ever met, and 
my life is different because of her influence. 

• “Dr. Fagan meets students with grace and understanding as they begin to uncover and 
understand preexisting ideas, they may hold …. you don’t come out of her classes the 
same way you entered, and you don’t look at the world the same way you used to see it. 

• “She demonstrates the power of suspending judgement and the importance of 
understanding the “why” behind someone’s behavior.  The cross-cultural integration 
skills I cultivated in her classroom have enriched my life. 

• “Dr. Fagan opened my eyes to see prejudice, discrimination, oppression and systemic 
racism, and created environments of safety, honesty and humility pushing students to 
dig deep and find where our prejudices are rooted and how to combat those thoughts 
and actions.  She taught us how to value education, pushing us to un-learn and learn for 
the sake of being the new generation of compassionate, courageous, empathetic, listing 
allies and leaders.” 

 
Dr. Helen Fagan pushes those around her to be vulnerable to work hard to become more 
inclusive people to those around them and has made a significant impact on both UNL and the 
Lincoln community. 
 
Please join me in thanking Dr. Helen Fagan. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fulfilling the Dream Award Campus Award Winner 
 
Campus Award Winner (Helen Fagan) 
 
Thank you Chancellor Green & the MLK committee for this honor. I was genuinely in shock 
when I was notified. Never in my wildest dreams did I think I would receive this award and 
especially during an event that hosting Dr. Bernice King as the keynote speaker. I am humbled 
and grateful by the nomination and selection. Mainly because I know the incredible individuals 
who’ve won this award in the past – educators and leaders like my friends Dr. Gwen Combs, 
and Ms. Charlene Maxey-Harris, Dr. Karen Kassebaum, and Ms. Charlie Foster – they have each 
inspired me.  
 
When I entered this country a 15 year-old student to an international boarding school in central 
Florida I was a frightened young girl without any adult family in this country. Little did I know 
that my fears would exponentially increase just two months later when 65 American citizens 
were taken hostage after the attack on the US embassy in Iran. Living through the hate thrust 
upon us Iranians, made me work hard to lose my foreign accent, and do everything in my power 
to blend in and hide my identity as an Iranian. Every cell of my body felt the hate, and anger of 
people who were judging me based on my national origin instead of the content of my 
character.   
 
It wasn’t until decades later, that I would realize the impact of those early years. It took a great 
deal of work on my part, and the love and encouragement of so many people for me to become 
Dr. Fagan just two months before I turned 50, realizing the dream of my parents when they 
sent me to go to school in this country. Especially the love, encouragement, and support of my 
husband and sons.  
 
In the nearly 30 years of doing Diversity, Equity and Inclusion work, I’ve come to firmly believe 
that we cannot expect our organizations, our schools, our communities, and even our places of 
worship to realize the dreams of Dr. King, until we take a look within ourselves, and figure out 
our own biases and the ways those biases impact our words, our actions, and our decisions.  
 
My approach has been to challenge students and leaders with one question: “who would you 
not want your child to bring home as their future spouse” (and with students I ask “who they 
would be most afraid to bring home as their future spouse”). I ask this because I believe most of 
us sincerely believe and agree with the words of Dr. King, while not recognizing our own bias 
until our bias shows up as the future spouse of our child or grandchild.  
My challenge doesn’t stop with the question. I want people to not only uncover the answer to 
that question, but to really understand the impact of the answer on their personal and 
professional lives. Most students do the work because they know it is linked to their grade. 
Often, leaders who are humble and willing to grow make time to do the work. Since I began  



 
 
asking this question 20 years ago, I’ve observed the transformative power of the work on 
individuals.  
 
I’ve had the privilege to come alongside students and leaders as they dedicate time and energy 
to become the kind of person who authentically strives to live out the tenets of Dr. King’s 
dream. Those who are willing to dig deep often uncover that the narrative they’ve believed 
about a population typically comes from fear caused by their own ego, or pain inflicted by a 
single person which they’ve blanketed over a whole group, or misinformation shared by 
someone they admire.  
 
The truth is the bricks of injustice lie in the heart and mind of each of us. We will not realize the 
dreams of Dr. King, until we do this internal work. We begin to take down the bricks of systemic 
racism when we remove our ego, our fears, and biases as the barrier to someone else’s success. 
Until we grapple with those bricks, we will struggle to create a workplace, school, or community 
free of injustice. My life’s purpose and my heart’s passion has been and will continue to be to 
come alongside others on this journey while boldly challenging my own ego, my own fears, and 
my own biases. I implore you to look deep within, answer the question earnestly then embark 
on the journey; a journey where the answers unfold within each of us creating a collective 
move toward the fruition of Dr. King’s dream. Thank you.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fulfilling the Dream Award 
Ronnie Green 

 
Next, it gives me pleasure to present the 2021 Community Fulfilling the Dream Award to Mr. 
Leonard Yankton. 
 
Mr. Yankton is a community leader who has demonstrated a clear trajectory of activism 
regarding Indigenous concerns.  As an advocate for the Native American Community in Lincoln 
and surrounding areas, he works to bring awareness to police aggressiveness and/or brutality 
perpetrated against people of color and to the issue of Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls. 
 
Leonard successfully advocated for the establishment of Indigenous Peoples Day in Lincoln.  He 
has been a frequent guest speaker in Ethnic Studies and Sociology courses at UNL and the 
Lincoln Correctional Center.  According to his nominators, “Mr. Yankton leaves students highly 
engaged and riveted to their seats…(as he shares his) insights and wisdom about defying 
stereotypes, championing untold stories, rising above low societal expectations, and helping 
those persons with good intentions toward Indigenous communities to turn good intentions 
into positive impacts.” 
 
He has lectured in Sweden, Denmark, and Northern Scandinavia, drawing parallels between the 
Indigenous peoples of Sweden and the Indigenous peoples of the United States, sharing his 
experiences both on and off of the Lakota Sioux Reservations, and his knowledge on Native 
American culture, history and current issues. 
 
Leonard Yankton’s personal history, past and current activism, and dedication to Indigenous 
rights at the grassroots level, provide him with complex understandings about the needs of 
Natives on many paths including sobriety, finding ways out of poverty, dealing with historical 
trauma, and being seen and included in the mainstream population.   He demonstrates the 
work that must be done to positively impact Indigenous peoples. 
 
Please join me in thanking Mr. Leonard Yankton. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fulfilling the Dream Award Community Award Winner 
 
Community Award Winner (Leo Yankton) 
 
My name is Leo Yankton. I am Oglala Lakota from the Pine Ridge Native Reservation in South 
Dakota. My tribe is commonly known as Sioux Indians. We actually are the poorest Reservation 
with the lowest life expectancy in America and I have directed a lot of my efforts towards 
empowering my people back home, but also working to support local communities as well as 
raising awareness about issues in our country and the world.  
 
And it has actually spread to me being an international speaker as well. So a lot of my efforts 
that I have done up to this point have basically given me personally the feeling that I should be 
taken seriously now but as far as deserving an award I don’t actually feel personally that I 
deserve any awards and in all good conscience to accept an award of this magnitude I have to 
think about people like Martin Luther King, Jr. and even more local heroes like Frank LeMere, 
Russell Means, Susan LaFleche Picot, even Chief Standing Bear and one thing I can think of is 
the fact that they were probably very humble and they probably didn’t think they needed to be 
given any accolades either.  
 
But in all good conscience, to accept an award like this I would have to accept it, not thinking 
that I deserve it but thinking that I will earn this. I will keep continuing to make efforts to earn 
this for the rest of my life because when I think of Martin Luther King, I think of him as someone 
who would probably be humble and also think that he didn’t need a bunch of accolades but 
that he was doing work he was doing because it needed to be done and because it was the 
right thing to do and so I will continue to do the right thing and I appreciate accepting this 
award.  
 
Thank you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Performance #2:  Introduction for Brannon Evans and Nadia Williams 
Richard Bischoff 

 
On behalf of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources, we hope your experiences 
during the MLK Commemorative Celebration have proved inspirational and information. At 
IANR, our mission calls for us to value diversity, create opportunity, accelerate inclusion, foster 
belonging, and maximize impact. We stand as an advocate and supporter of inclusive 
excellence, proud to meet and support the vast needs of our campus community.  
 
Now, I would like to introduce the next part of the program. Students from the Johnny Carson 
School of Theatre and Film at UNL will perform two monologues.  
 
Brannon Evans offers a selection from Fires in the Mirror, Anna Deveare Smith’s documentary 
drama about the Crown Heights race riots of 1991.  This excerpt is a portion of an interview 
with American playwright and journalist, Thulani Davis. 
 
Nadia Williams performs a monologue from August Wilson’s The Pittsburgh Cycles, a 10-play 
series depicting African American life in 20th Century America.  This monologue is from the 
ninth play in the cycle, King Hedley II, and takes place in Pittsburgh in 1985.  

 
 

Excerpt from Fires in the Mirror and Excerpt from King Hedley II (Pre-Recorded Performances) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Introduction of Bernice A. King:  
Sherri Jones and Aiah Nour 

On behalf of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, we welcome Dr. Bernice A. King to our 2021 
Martin Luther King Jr. Commemorative Celebration as our honored guest and speaker. 

Dr. Bernice A. King is a global thought leader, orator, peace advocate, and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change (The King Center), 
which was founded by her mother, Coretta Scott King, in 1968. She was appointed CEO of The 
King Center in January 2012, by the Board of Trustees. From this position, the same one once 
held by her mother, this transformative leader steadfastly continues her efforts to advance her 
parents’ legacy of Kingian Nonviolence, which Dr. King re-branded Nonviolence365TM. 

Through her work at The King Center, Dr. King educates youth and adults about the nonviolent 
principles modeled by her parents. In 2012, she implemented an annual N.O.W. Encounter 
Summer Camp which has engaged youth from New Mexico, South Carolina, Michigan, Alabama, 
and as far away as the Island of Cyprus. Because of the impact the camp, now called Camp 
NOW, had on their lives, youth from Cyprus returned two years in a row. 

Dr. King spearheaded the ‘Let Freedom Ring and Call to Action’ event to commemorate the 
50th Anniversary of the March on Washington and her father’s famous ‘I Have a Dream’ 
speech. This global event included then President Obama, former Presidents Clinton and Carter, 
and members of Congress, as well as many other international leaders, dignitaries and 
entertainers. 

Dr. Bernice A. King is a graduate of Spelman College with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and of 
Emory University, with a Masters of Divinity and Doctorate of Law. She has also received an 
honorary Doctorate of Divinity degree from Wesley College. In honor of her mother, Coretta 
Scott King, she returned to her alma-mater, Spelman College, to announce the establishment of 
the Be A King® Scholarship. Dr. King is currently a member of the State Bar of Georgia and a 
trained mediator. She is also a member of the International Women’s Forum and National 
Council of Negro Women. 

Dr. King has been featured on numerous television shows, in magazines, as a television 
commentator and is the recipient of a host of awards and accolades. In April 2008, she was one 
of the fifteen delegates selected to meet Pope Benedict XVI during his visit to the United States. 
On March 12, 2018, while being honored by the Center of Gandhi in Montelone di Puglia, Dr. 
King was privileged to have a private meeting with Pope Francis at the Vatican. A noted author, 
she has to her credit, ‘Hard Questions, Heart Answers,’ a compelling and inspiring book. 

 



 
 

Dr. King is an innovative, energetic and committed leader dedicated to taking her parents’ 
legacy and teachings, The King Center, and the work of creating a more peaceful, just, humane 
world with Nonviolence365 into a new era. 

Please join me in welcoming our esteemed speaker to our 2021 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Commemorative Celebration in a moderated conversation with Dr. Nkenge Friday, Assistant 
Vice Chancellor of Strategic Initiatives. 

 
Performance #3:  Introduction for Ron Himes: Dalilah Valdez 

 
On behalf of the Mexican American Student Association or MASA, we hope your participation in 
the program have proved educational, inspiring, and that these experiences serve as a platform 
for engagement in work towards equity, inclusion, and social justice. MASA serves as a student 
organization working to provide a home away from home for Latinos who are making the 
transition to life as a college student, we stand as proud advocates and supporters of inclusive 
excellence, ready to meet and support the vast needs of our campus community. 
 
I would now like to introduce the final performance of our program today. 
 
Mr. Ron Himes, Producing Director of The St. Louis Black Repertory Theatre, will perform a 
monologue from James Baldwin’s Blues for Mister Charlie.  This play is loosely based on the 
murder of Emmet Till.  Baldwin dedicated the play to the memory of Medgar Evers, his widow 
and children, and to the memory of the dead children in Birmingham.   
 

Excerpt from Blues for Mr. Charlie by James Baldwin (Pre-Recorded Performance) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Final Remarks 
Charlie Foster 

Thank you for attending our 2021 MLK Commemorative Celebration. We are honored to have 
engaged in a conversation with Dr. Bernice A. King, who challenges us to invest our time, 
efforts, and passion towards a world of justice and equity, reflective of the words spoken by the 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.   

Before we depart, we would like to thank those that made our event a reality, supporters and 
sponsors who all assisted in creating this opportunity for our campus and community.  

First, we would like to thank our MLK Week Committee, comprised of members from several 
organizations and campus units. This committee worked diligently to create an event reflective 
of the challenges and opportunities we face locally and across the nation. We also thank our 
program participants, Dr. Dawn Curry, Roni Miller, Aiah Nour, Dean Sherri Jones, Nathan Meier, 
Dr. Richard Bischoff, and Dalilah Valdez. We thank Chancellor Green for his leadership and 
continued support of these efforts. We extend our gratitude to our amazing production and 
graphics team that provided both our pre-recorded and live video footage that brought this 
event to our campus and community. 

A special thank you to Ron Himes, Producing Director, The St. Louis Black Repertory Company. 
Mr. Himes worked diligently with Christina Kirk, Director of the Carson School of Theatre and 
Film and Executive Director of the Nebraska Repertory Theatre, to bring forth engaging 
performances that proved educational and inspirational to our audiences. In this same spirit, 
we want to thank our performers courtesy of the St. Louis Black Repertory Company, and our 
UNL student performers, Brannon Evans and Nadia Williams of the Carson School of Theatre 
and Film, who left us mesmerized and reflective.  

Finally, we would like to thank our sponsors. This event was supported by several campus 
partners that include, the Office of Economic Research and Development and the Institute of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, the Colleges of Law, Engineering, Education and Human 
Sciences, the University Libraries, Business and Finance, and our Drum Major and Unity 
Sponsors.  

For a listing of additional activities for the week and to receive information on future 
partnership and collaboration of our 2022 MLK Commemorative Celebration, please visit our 
website at mlkweek.unl.edu .  

Thank you. 

 
 


